
“Education is for improving the lives of 

others and for leaving your community 

and world better than you found it.” 

Marian Wright Edelman 

 

          

Dear Loker Community, 

I hope that you are staying warm during this chilly month of December. One of the major topics that we 

have been looking at this year is how do we celebrate and provide educational access to the many 

wonderful cultures that are not only at Loker School but also in the world today. Recently, we have 

focused on multicultural dinners, literature, celebrations from different cultures, the Loker Family 

Partnership Program, Model UN and the World’s Fair. While those have been positive and meaningful, I 

believe that the school still needs to do more to increase the collective students’ understanding of the 

diversity in our community. As our teacher-led Cultural Proficiency Committee met this fall, we were 

inspired by an idea that was led by author Grace Lin at a school in Western Massachusetts.  

At this school, they have what they call a “Community Bookstop” which is a collection of books in a 

prominent location in the school building that features characters from different cultural and racial 

backgrounds. Taped inside each book are discussion questions to facilitate discussions between families 

and their children about the content of the book. Likewise, there is a blank of piece of paper inside each 

book where families can share their thoughts or suggestions about their discussions to support future 

conversations. In reflecting on this initiative, the Loker Cultural Proficiency Committee would like to make 

this a priority for Loker School to implement as soon as possible. We believe that the more discussions 

that our whole community is having about race and cultural backgrounds, the better educated students 

will be about the world. Studies show that the earlier we discuss our human differences with children, the 

better equipped they are to talk about and appreciate those differences and address life’s inequities. We 

also recognize that some of these discussions do not always happen organically and would like to provide 

a facilitation for these discussions. Our goal is to  have the “Loker PRIDE Community Bookstop Library” in 

our front lobby sometime this spring. Together, we believe that this will help form an even stronger Loker 

community. The links below provide a summary, pictures and an audio recording of Grace Lin speaking 

about with this initiative. 
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In the interim, if you have any multicultural books that you are interested in donating to Loker School to 

support this important project, please leave them with Cathleen Holmes or Heather DeMasi in the main 

office. Thank you for your continued support and please let me know if you have any questions. 

I also want to express my congratulations to our Loker School Chorus, Band and Strings Orchestras. The 

recent instrumental music concerts at the Middle School and Loker were inspiring and the chorus 

concerts at Loker and The Children’s Way were terrific as well. We have many truly talented musicians at 

Loker School and their collective growth over the course of the school year is very impressive. 

I hope that all of you have a wonderful December break! Thank you again for the privilege of working 

with each of you and your children. Best wishes for a Happy New Year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Brian Jones 

Loker School Principal 

  

http://nepr.net/post/its-schools-job-acknowledge-race#stream/0
http://www.gracelinblog.com/2017/07/the-book-stop-part-4.html


 

SECTION 2      HEALTH ROOM NEWS!  

                                                                  
 

 The most important first line of defense against germs is good hand washing. Please continue to reinforce 
this at home. We will continue to educate children here at school.  

 
 Please dress your child appropriately with the winter months upon us. Younger grades should have a 

change of clothes as well. 
 

 Children should have a daily snack/drink provided from home. 
 

 Please check your cell phone throughout the day as parents will be called if your child needs to be sent 
home.  If you know a parent is not available please make sure that you have someone designated to pick 
up in your absence.  Emergency contacts will be called if we are unable to reach a parent.   Ill children are 
expected to be picked up in a timely fashion.  

 
We are seeing lots of coughs and colds, fever as well as a few cases of the flu and strep.  You may be aware that 
strep does not always present with a fever, and there may not be a sore throat.  Other symptoms of strep throat 
are: 
 
 *headache 
 *stomach ache with or without vomiting 
 *stolen neck glands 
 *enlarged tonsils 
 *cough 
 
If your child is confirmed to have strep throat, please contact me.  It will help to minimize the spread and help 
prevent recurrent cases.  
 
When should I keep my child home from school due to illness?  Please keep your child home if she/he: 
 *has had vomiting or diarrhea.   

 *has an oral temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher  
 *has a severe sore throat   
 *has pink bloodshot eyes with yellow or green drainage  
 *has just begun antibiotics  

Please note:  children may not return to school until they are free from vomiting, diarrhea or a fever for 
24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication such as ibuprofen or Tylenol.   Any child with a 
contagious condition, such as strep throat or conjunctivitis, must be on antibiotics for 24 hours before 
returning to school. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.    

Wishing you a happy, healthy New Year! 
 
Jennifer McLeod, RN 
508-358-8614 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us  
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SECTION 3:  NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE ART ROOM! 

 

1ST & 2ND GRADERS:  

The first and 2nd graders learned about the 

artist Louise Nevelson. They created art 

using recycled materials. 

 

3
RD

 GRADERS: The 3rd graders 

are finishing up their self-portraits 

inspired by Kehinde Wiley. They have 

learned about the techniques in 

portrait drawing. 

OPEN STUDIO! 

Open Studio is a fun day where students can 
create art of their choice. It is amazing to see 
what the students create! 
Congratulations to the following classes for 
earning Open Studio: 
1st Grade: Ms. McCarthy, Ms. Germaine 
2nd Grade: Mr. O’Donnell, Ms. Powers 
3rd Grade: Ms. Furey, Mr. O’Connor 
4th Grade: Ms. Ciavarro 
5th Grade: Ms. Pimentel, Mr. Moynihan 

1st & 2nd graders creating: 

3rd Grade Self-Portraits: 

HI! 

We are having lots of fun in the art 

room. It’s been a busy few months 

with lots of projects and activities.  



  

4
TH

 GRADERS: 

The 4th graders have finished 

their Notans. It is a Japanese 

paper cutting project that 

focuses on positive and negative 

shapes. 

5TH GRADERS:  The  5th graders learned about 

Abstract Art, warm/cool colors and Optical Illusions. 

By following several steps the students created art 

that changes as you view it! 

4th Grade Notans: 

 

5th Graders working in the art room: 

 



BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 

Grade 1: 
 

Students are now using block programming to code with 

Code.org.They are developing their critical thinking skills when 

coding their movements and have learned how to create 

repeats or loops! 
 

Grade 2: 

Second grade students have moved from Code Studio 1 to Code 

Studio 2 within Code.org this year.  They are learning about the 

programming concept of loops (repeated statements), which 

can be used to make their programs more efficient. 

 
 

Grade 3:  

Students will continue using Code.org. Students will have to “debug” or fix the prewritten 

program as they continue to learn coding. They also write programs (algorithms for the 

computer) that get a character through a maze. 

 
 

Grade 4:  

Every tech class students are logging into ATRT to help 

improve their keyboarding 

skills for 10 to 15 minutes. 

Students then are using 

Code.org, lightbot, Tynker, 

Bits and Bricks and Switch & Glitch, which use block 

programming as they continue to learn basic coding skills.    

 

 

 

Grade 5:  

This month, students have had an opportunity to code using lightbot, Code.org and other 

programs.  They will primarily use their 

accounts created in Code.org.  The 5th 

grade also had opportunity in Tech class 

to try an Augmented Reality program that 

models the planets and their rotations 

which complimented their current Science 

unit. 

  



 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

Kindergarten – On November 22nd, Kindergarten had their first ever performance at Loker School at the 

Giving Thanks school meeting!  They performed “The Turkey Woogie” with 1st grade and did an amazing 

job!  To prepare for this performance, we talked about standing on the risers correctly, using singing not 

shouting voices, and strategies to help with stage fright.  In December, we listened to many selections 

from The Nutcracker and did some fun movement activities.  A favorite was a ribbon dance to Trepak!  

1st Grade - First graders did a fantastic job with their performance of “The Turkey Woogie” along with 

Kindergarten at Giving Thanks!  We have been using many selections from The Nutcracker to identify the 

form of the music.  A favorite activity was Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy where students had to listen for 

the main theme and freeze when they heard it.  When other music was playing, students got to hunt for 

imaginary candy that the Sugar Plum Fairy had left for us around the room!   

2nd Grade - Second graders worked very hard in November to prepare for their performance of “Mighty 

United” at the Giving Thanks assembly.  This fun song carried the important message of America being a 

place of equality and unity.  2nd grade learned all about our composer of the month, Tchaikovsky, and The 

Nutcracker.  They really enjoyed a listening activity where they had to identity which character’s theme 

music they were hearing in the Overture.  We discussed how each character’s music was different and 

the instrumentation used.   

3rd Grade – I am so proud of the 3rd graders for a fantastic performance of “Mighty United!”  They have 

still been working hard with their note reading in preparation for starting recorders in January.  Both 3rd 

grade classes earned their reward day for exceptional work in music class and got to learn Jingle Bells on 

a variety of xylophones!   

4th Grade - Fourth graders worked very hard in November to prepare “Peace on Earth” for the Giving 

Thanks assembly and did a great job!  They got to experience singing in harmony and singing with a 

soloist, which really elevated their vocal skills.  We also began our “Instruments of the Orchestra” unit, 

where we are learning about all of the instrument families and how instruments produce sound.  We 

kicked off the unit with reading the Lemony Snicket book The Composer is Dead, which the students 

really enjoyed!   

5th Grade - Fifth grade did an exceptional job in their performance of “Peace on Earth.”  The performance 

featured a small group of 5th grade students on a harmony part and Maeve Moran as a soloist.  The 

students used American Sign Language to accompany the chorus of the song, and really conveyed the 

message of hope for a peaceful world.  In December, students studied The Nutcracker and learned Carol 

of the Bells on xylophones!   

Chorus – The 4-5th grade Loker Chorus had an incredible performance at The Children’s Way preschool 

on December 15th!  They sang beautifully and made Loker School very proud!  We had our Winter 

Concert on Wednesday December 20th and will perform at school meeting Thursday morning.  The 

students sounded wonderful and were so excited to perform for family and friends!  

3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings had two fantastic winter concerts and performed so well!  They 

had the amazing experience of performing with Happy Hollow students on the Wayland Middle School 

stage.  They are now learning their first scale and will be starting to use their bows in January, which they 

are very excited about!  

  



 

 

 

As the holiday break begins, I wanted to make sure you knew of some resources to help ward off the “But 
I’m bored…” cries that you might hear over vacation. Tumblebooks offers read alouds of all lengths, 
subjects, and reading levels and is free to you as a student of the school. Simply access the link from the 
“Students” tab on the Loker website and enjoy access to a wide variety of books. We use this site a lot in 
library, and kids LOVE it! 

Both the Boston and Wayland Public Libraries also offer Overdrive 
(https://minuteman.overdrive.com/library/youth or https://bpl.overdrive.com/library/kids) which is a 
service that allows for free electronic rentals of library books and audiobooks. You do need to have a 
library card, but once you do, it is pretty easy to navigate and you can download to a Kindle (or Kindle 
app) or read in any internet browser. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you’d like help with either of 
these resources!  

It’s been really busy and fun in library since my last update – here’s what each grade has been up to! 
More details are also available in my weekly updates on my blog.  

Kindergarten – Our youngest students are well into the routine of library 
and love hearing stories and checking out books from all sections of the 
library. We have been reinforcing ways to better understand the stories 
we read, including the 5 Ws, sequencing, and making predictions (Ask 
your children if they can name our W question words!). We are finishing 
the month with a Gingerbread unit, where we are comparing and 
contrasting a few of variations on the Gingerbread Man. Along with 1st 
grade, Kindergarteners also helped create a Creepy Carrot Patch (inspired 
by the book Creepy Carrots) for our main library display.   

1st Grade – A goal of the Wayland elementary library team this year is to 
make sure 1st graders are very comfortable with explaining the difference between fiction and nonfiction, 
as this is a skill that helps build a foundation for reading informational text. We started off talking about 
the differences between the two types of books and have segued into a few of the nonfiction text 
features that can help make factual information easier to understand (Ask your child why a nonfiction 
author might use bold print!). We have focused on winter and weather books the past few weeks and are 
finishing the month with another display including facts about snow. 

2nd Grade – We have spent several 
weeks learning about different 
genres in the library. We have 
studied the differences between 
Nonfiction, Fantasy, Poetry, 
Mystery, Realistic Fiction, Science 
Fiction and Historical Fiction (Ask your 
student which genre they liked the 
best!). We finished off this unit with 
a rousing game of Genre 
Jeopardy! and everyone loved 
showing off their knowledge. If you want to see how much you know, you can check out the link here! 

https://minuteman.overdrive.com/library/youth
https://bpl.overdrive.com/library/kids
http://becominganlms.blogspot.com/
jeopardylabs.com/play/genre-jeopardy102


3rd Grade – In 3rd grade, we’ve also done some work with genres with a little bit of research sprinkled in. 
We started off with Mysteries, but have since spent a few weeks on various types of folktales (Ask your 
children if they can give you the examples we learned about; bonus points if they remember any of the 
specific characteristics about any of them!). We did mini-research projects using Britannica School and 
Kids InfoBits, two excellent sources for information if you want to check them out. Loker students have 
free access to them as long as you click through the dedicated links on the library web page 
(http://www.lokerschoollibrary.com/research.html). We’ll be revisiting both throughout the year.  

4th grade – A big project both classes worked on was a postcard to share with their Global Read Aloud 
schools. Using Britannica School, they searched for cool places in Boston/Wayland to feature and then 
wrote the content for the postcard. It was a learning experience for us all using a shared document to 
complete a project! The final products are here and here. We also had a unit on Author’s Purpose (Ask 
your students what food-inspired acronym helps us remember the 3 purposes!) and did a few different 
activities to help us figure out how we can determine an author’s purpose in written and video formats.  

5th grade – Research is the name of the game for 5th grade. To help prepare them for the research 
component of their Passion Projects, we have had lessons on Thick & Thin Questions, Using Primary 
Sources, and Evaluating Websites. They are really making headway on their research and I am excited to 
see what their final products will look like. We have also been reviewing how to create a bibliography, 
both for their Passion Projects and for the Explorer and Biography Social Studies projects that are coming 
down the pike later this year.  

 

Anne Powell 

Anne_powell@wayland.k12.ma.us 
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Happy holidays to all Loker families.  I hope that everyone has a safe and relaxing winter break! 
 
All grade 1-5 classes have completed their hockey and pillo polo striking units, and we had some 
great full class games along with mini-activities with the younger grades.  Our students showed 
tremendous sportsmanship and kept everything very safe throughout our classes.   
 
For the week before vacation, I generally hold a “free choice” session for classes that have been 
doing a great job in the gymnasium.  We collect four suggestions of our favorite games, and then 
they are voted on.  We generally have time to play the top two picks, and we have fun playing 
activities that we know and love.   
 
When we come back from vacation, we will start our basketball unit.  Basketball seems to be very 
popular this year, and I understand that it is played a lot out at recess.  We have a lot of fun 
activities planned around the basketball unit that I think the students will be really excited about.   
 
Congratulations to Loker students for making it to 1,000 PRIDE bucket tickets!  I am looking 
forward to helping the school-wide dodgeball activity on Thursday!   
 
Thank you, 
 
Mr. O’Connor 
 

 
From the Kindergarten PE Corner: 

Hi Families, 
 
The kindergarten students have been working very hard on their locomotor movements whilst 
learning about turn taking, assisting their peers and team work to accomplish their goals. They 
have learned new tag games and have been able to explore the joys of the scooters in gym. 
They are currently working on their throwing skills, learning the underhand toss as well as how to 
throw overhand.  
 
Wishing you all a restful holiday. 
 
 
Shelly Fraser 
 
 
 


